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situation was complicated He gave an account of the salient features of the
development of the trouble. The Government were informed that the mill
authorities were willing to take all the men back, provided they were willing to
work at the ordinary standard. The mill-owners were prepared to discuss the
grievances if these were forwarded to them by the workers^ The Government
were anxiously watching the situation, and they hoped that nothing would be said
in the debate which would prejudice the prospect of peace, the object and aim of
all the members,
Mr. Subash Ch. Bose said that the demand of the workers was very modest ^ If
that was not conceded, a time would come when they would not be satisfied with
the present demand. What they demanded was a decent living wages. In a strike
like the present one, the Government could easily intervene and take action under
the Trades Dispute Act.
After several other members had spoken the adjournment motion was carried
without a division. The Council was then prorogued.
Revival of Bengal Ministry
On the /j/7; DECEMBER igsg an official announcement proclaimed the
revival (for the fifth time after it had been suspended four times) of dyarchy in
Bengal. The Ministers appointed were :—(i.) Kumar Stiib Shekhareswar Roy,
(2.) Khan Bahadur G. M. Faroqui and (3.) Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin.
On their assumption of charge on the next day His Excellency the Governor
allotted the business of the Transferred Departments as follows :—
The Hon'ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Koy—Local Self-Govemment and
Excise.
The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kazi Golam Mohiuddin Faroqui—Agri-
culture and Industries (excluding Excise ) and Public Works,
The Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja Nazimuddin, C. I, E—Education (excluding
European education } and Registration.
In this connection it would be  interesting to read a   review of the hazardous
course   that   the Ministry was  forced  to  follow by    circumstances  in Bengal
since the first Council after the introduction  of the Reforms.
The first batch of Ministers appointed under the Reforms in 1921 after the
general election, were Sir Surendranath Ranerjea, Sir ?. C, Mitter (then Mr.)
and Nawab Ali Chowdhury. The first Ministers were able to command support of
the Bengal Legislative Council and the result of this uninterruped xvorking of
dyarchy was the enactment of the Calcutta Municipal Bill By Sir Surendra Nath
Baserjea.
At the end of 1923, there was again a general t lection and the late Mr. C. R.
Das broke away from the orthodox school of Non-co-operation and formed a party
the avowed object of which was to wreck the Council from inside. The appeal to
the country was in favour of Mr. Das, who was able to return members of his,party
in large numbers from the general non-Mahomedan constituencies. The
Ministerial party fared very badly at the poll. Sir Surendranath himself was
defeated in his own constituency. Mr. Das was able to enter into a pact with a
number of Muslim members of the Council and so was able to command the
largest single group of members whose only object in entering the Council was to
wreck dyarchy.
The three Ministers of the first Council resigned in January 1923, and Lord
Lytton summoned Mr, Das to form a Ministry following the Parliamentary
procedure. Mr. Das, with the consent of his party, informed His Excellency that
he was unable to form a Ministry, whereupon Lord Lyttoa appointed Mr. S. N,
Mallick, Mr. A. K, Fazlul Hug,, and Mr, (now Sir) A* K, Ghuznavi as Ministers.
They all took office on January 4, 1924. Just after his appointment an election
petition was filed against the election of Mr. S. N. Mallick, with the result that his
election was set aside, and at the bye-election that followed Mr. MalHcl? was defeated

